St. Joseph Catholic Church

Background

St. Joseph Catholic Church Kumi Hospital was established in the year 1962 by late Rev. Simon Benen. It was a very small church because catholics were the minority by then  comared to the grown number who do participate on Sunday services nowadays. An extension for the church was done but incomplete. It has no benches for the christians to sit on. However even if the extension was done, the churuch has become small whereby I had to initiate the idea of having two services:

· first service conducted in English starting at 7:30 – 9:00 am.

· Second service conducted in mother tongue Ateso starting at 9:15 – 11:00 am.

St. Joseph Catholic Church Kumi Hospital belongs to Kumi Parish, Soroti Catholic Diocese and currently it is the centre of two zones namely: Kacaboi zone and Oseera zone.

The two zones comprises of 5 sister churches and has an estimated total number of christians at 3000 excluding the inpatients and attendants in the hospital. The majority are children and youth others fail in other five categories as mentioned here below:

1. old aged

2. widows

3. widowers

4. orphans

5. HIV/AIDS infected persons 

and as such most of these christians are poor with low standard of education and some are just illiterate.

Church Leadership

In the whole Parish we have the same leadership as follows:

· chairpersons

· v/chairpersons

· treasurers

· secretaries

· chairpersons development

· chairpersons FLEP (Family Life Education Programme)

· chairpersons youth

· chairpersons women

· chairpersons finance

· chairpersons married couples

· head catechist

· zonal co-ordinators

· the parish priest

The parish priest in known by names Eriau John. The head catechist is known by names Omoda James. The zonal co-ordinator Kacaboi / Oseera where St. Joseph Catholic Church happens to the centre is known by names Olupot Didymus.

Activities done by both the parish priest and zonal co-ordinator

The priest comes for hospital apostilate on Wednesdays when his programme allows

· He conducts infant baptisms of about 350 children yearly

· He conducts adult baptism of about 180 catechumens yearly

The zonal co-ordinator does several activities

· leading Sunday services

· teaching catechumens

· conducts courses

· ministers to the staff, patients, attendants and ehte entire communities in the zone and hospital. 

· Ministers to staffa and patients during morning devotions

· He evangelises to the patients and attendants through public addressing system

· Mobilizes and sensitises the community according to hospital programme e.g. 
-  HIV / AIDS prevention
-  When visiting surgeons come etc. etc.

· Home to home evangelism

· Makes a follow-up of those discharged and pray with them in their homes

· Does radio continental evangelism to reach those who can not go to chruch on Sundays (bed ridden people and the rest)

Problems encountered

· overwhelming poverty among the christian communities hinders them to support the church programms and activities

· lack of training opportunities for church leaders in order to acquire higher knowledge regarding to church work

· killer disease HIV / AIDS robes the church it´s members

· lack of permanent church buildings and catechists houses

· poor facilitation of church workers and long distance coverage on bicycles or on foot. A motor bike(s) would ease the work.

Future Plans

· To improve on the welfare of the church leaders as well as of the community spiritually, physically, economically and socially

· To complete the incompleted structures and to build permanent structures for those stations operationg under shades

· To ease the means of transport for church leaders

· To build residences for catechists

Conclusion

As our hospital is expanding and our community is growing bigger in number; therefore to meet spiritual and pastorial care required for the hospital and the other sister churches remains a great challenge and demand. Yet there is a prevaling poverty among the people of God. Thus we always humble ourselves before Father Almighty in constant prayer that one time one day we might chance to find a food Amaritan somewhere to rescue us from this burden!

