Kumi Hospital Parish Church of Uganda

Background

Kumi Hospital Parish is one of the parishes in Kumi Diocese created in 2001 when Kumi Diocese  was curved from Soroti Diocese. The parish is formed of three sub-parishes namely Kachabio C/U, Oseera C/U and St. Martins church Kumi Hospital.

Kumi Hospital parish has an estimated total number of christians at 2611 (this excludes the inpatients and attendants). The enrolment is largely children and youth at 1702 and adults 909. A majority of this adults are female 556 and male 363. 

Most of these christians are poor with low level of education.

St. Martins Church is the centre for the parish. It was established in the early 1950s by Rev. Camon Dr. Leo who was the medical Superintendent in Kumi Leprosy Centre – then as a Chapel with the mainn purpose of providing spritual healing to the persons affected by leprosy and staff.

With the growth of Kumi Hospital in terms of patients attendance, more staff recruitment together with creation of Kumi Dioses, St. Martins was elevated to the status of a parish church hence the formation of Kumi Hospital.

Church Leadership

The parish is blessed with well educated and trained persons / church workers and highly committed christians leading  committees that one are a driving force of the parish:

Parish Priest – Rev. David Arikod

Church Teacher Oseera C/U – Mr. Ocen Georg William

Church Teacher Kachaboi C/U – Mr. Opio Charles

Head of Laity – Mr. Etiang David

Chairman Planning & Development – Dr. Ekure John

Chairperson Mission – Mrs. Margret Omongot

Chairman Education – MR. Okiror Patrick

Chairperson Mothers Union – Mrs. Rose Etiang

Activities

The church carries out many activities in the parish which includ:

· ministering to the patients and staff during morning devotions

· counselling of patients, staff and the entire community in the parish

· carrying out pastoral work throughout the parish. This is mostly done by the parish priest and church teachers.

· Evangelisation to the patients and attendants through the public adress system and homne to home evangelisation.

· Conducting baptism

· Conducting bible study and fellowship sessions

· Sensitising christians on poverty eradication programs, HIV / AIDS programs.

Problems

Kumi Hospital parish in ist effort to minister the word of God is faced with the following problems:

· wide spread poverty among the christian community rendering them unable to support the church activities adequately.

· Lack of income generating activities both for the church and the christians to support the church and the general beeing of the christians

· Poor facilitation of church workers in terms of transport. In most cases they cover long distances on bicycle or on foot.

· Un completed permanent church structures in Oseera C/U and Kachaboi C/U which need completion and the renovation of the parish preists house.

· Rampant HIV / AIDS among the christians which robbs the church of ist followers.

· Lack of training opportunities (Scholarships) for the church workers to undergo further training in theology and other chruch related programs.

Future plans

To improve on the performance and the contribution of the church in improving the lively hood of the christians, the following are Kumi Hospital parish future plans:

· Start income generating activites for the christians in groups and the church as a whole

· Start a vocational training centre for the youth with a view of providing them with skills that will enable them to become self reliant

· Raise funds for purchasing a convenient means of transport for the parish priest. A motor bike would be adequate.

· Organize fund raising for the completion of the started church structure locally and lobbying for support from friends of good will

· Constructiion of sunday school classrooms in all the three churches for the proper christian up bringing of the children

· To activly involve the church in counselling and sensitisation of the community against HIV / AIDS 

· Training of church workers

Conclusion

With the growing number of patients and christians in Kumi Hospital and Kumi Hospital Parish respectivly the church is faced with the challenge of meeting the spiritual and pastoral care for these christians and yet itself is poorly supported.

